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Ray Not Issue 


-By JESSE L. JACKSON- 


Now that James Earl Ray has 
tesUfjed publicly. and under 
oath before the House Special 
C 0 rn m i 1 1 e Q . A s s a s s i n.a t i 0 n s , : 
where do we, stand? 1) We now. 
KNOW some things .about Ray; 
and 2) there is developing the 
outer sliar'e of a rpnspiracy. , 
We now’ know that Ray is a patho- 
logical liar. He iied to his lawyers, 
to jo'knalists, to ms when I visited 
with liim, and under oath to tlie Spe- 
cial (House Committee. Hhink he 
evenlte to himself, r ... ;■ ’ 

Ho raid tie wasn’t jn Atlanta on 
Aprilil, 19GB. A laundry slip and 
witnesses prove tliat he was. He said 
he didn't rob a London bank. The 
committee produced the robber’s 
note wuli his fingerprints on it. Ray 
said w]tne.sses at a gas station iO) 
Memphis would place him away 
from the murder, scene;; b’ut when 
produced, they denied it.' . .. 

. Even though tlie comnsitlee didn’t 
quitf- put Ray’s finger on the trig- 
ger, they did carve away liLs alibis, 
refute his lies and eircurnstantfally 
build a vininiUy airtigiit case estab- 


Does Ray deserve a trial? Only . 
incidentally. The truth, not Ray, is , 
the critical issue. The A,ssassina- 
tions Committee, under the out- 
standing and competent leadership, 
of its chairman, Louis Stokes, has 
interviewed more than 2,000 people, 
gathered hundreds ot hours oi testi- , 
mony and conducted a credible 
hearing. ; ; 

• ■ In’fiarly September, Congress 
should give the As.sassinatiops Com- -j 
mittge the $790,000 it needs to corn- ' 
plete Its investigation. If tliat com- 
mittee is allowed to complete its 
'.work, there may be no need for a 
special prosecutor or a trial. The 
real Issue is to establish the truth of 
who. killed Dr, King and any legal , 
mean.?' necessary to e.stabl'Sh that, . 
ought to.be used. ’. 

. . l.'The.coramitteo, through the ques- 
tioning of a congressman and for- 
'tper aide to Dr. King, Walter Faum 
troy, will consider 21 different., 
conspiracy tiieories when it again 
retui as in November to public hear- 
ings in the King .assassination. Wiiat 
Is publicly known, and the direction, 
the committee now seems to be 
headed, points to the outer shape of ‘ 


a conspiracy involving a Southeast 
right-wing political connection,- 
possibly centered in Alabama. , 
Ray’s first attorney, wliom he 
called to represent him from Lon- 

■ don, was Arthur ikanes, of Binning-, 
liam, Ala. Kanes is the same lawyer 
who represented (successfully) the 

; three Kii Klu.x Klan members ac- 
cused of. killing Detroit housewife 

and civil righis worker Viola faunso. 
-He is also the same attorney who 
worked closely with “Bull:' Connor 
during' the iSC3 Birmingham demon- 

■ stratioris when dogs and fire-hoses 
were unleashed on innocent men, 

■ women and children. .■ 

, Tlie my.sterioas “Raoul” (whom 
' Ray spent considerable time with, 
but can’t identify very clearly) may 
■actually be Jerry Ray, James Earl's ' 
closest brothfir. Jerry Ray, an out- 
spoken racist, is. a bodyguard and ‘ 
errand boy for J. B. Stoner, noad of 
the. National States’ Rights Party, 
an" extreme right-wing and racist 
political group. . , 

Some have said that Ray becomes 
“tense” and “devious’’ when pressed 
for inform-aiion about Raoul. James 
-'Earl Ray seems (o be protecting 


. someone, eitlier someone lie lov 
(possibly his brother) or someone 
fears. Tiie tiieory that Raoul m 
actually be his brother Jerry 
given lurther credence by tlie i 
that much of what James Earl 1- 
. has said about his contact with 
brother Jerry prior to the assassi 
tion parallels much of what he 
told of his contacts with Raoul. 

L’or example, Ray now says t 
Raoul instructed him to purch 
fust one gun and the.n, the next d 
what turned out to be tiie mur 
weapon. But salesman Don; 
Woods, of the Aeromanne Sup 
Company in Birmingham, said t 
; told him when he returncl witli 
first gun that “he'd spoken wii.c 
brother who told him he’d goi 
' wrong gun." ■ , 

It is important that. the. iss'.c 
Dr.' King's murder be keut 
and alive, for only when tlic tr.il- 
known can we fully ot ab'-oi 1 
businoss of healing oufstiv-?;, a:: 


